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Madam Ame. dannen 


MADAM, ne 
TY 1s the ple 

of grateful egy 
LP] to remember Be- 
MEE nefits received; 
id of Great Minds, to 1 
et chat ever r they beſtowed | 


them. Thus in all Probabi- 
M 


in mine, as if they had been 


ad Defence of that Church, tc 


my ſelf extremely happy i 
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lity, my very Name may be 7 
pp d G's Your Memory, 

whilſt the Favours You, to- 
gether with thoſe Excellent 
Ladies, your Mother and 
Aunt, conferrd upon me 
ſome Years ago, are as freſh 


but of Yeſterday. I have 
been long impatient to make 
You ſome Acknowledgment; 


and I take this Opportunity 
of doing it. I know that 


this little Piece cannot be un 
acceptable to You; ſince it i 


which -You are ſo great 
Ornament : And ſhall think 


11 


The Dedication. v 

t find Acceptance with You; 
as it is alſo a Teftimony of 
that Veneration and Reſpect 
wherewith I am, | 


le MA DAM, 
reſ Tour moſt Obliged 


Humble n 


'1 Edward Welchman. 
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= /ries, whereby the) 
endeavonr to ſeduce Men into an 
Opinion that theirs is the only 
true Church and infallible. This 
is the Point they labuur ingſt, as 
being the ſhorteſt and moſt effetiual 
May to the End they aim at. For 
to go over the whole Field of par- 
ticular Controverſies is tedious ; 
aud beſides, it is a great Chance 
„ TIO A. 4. 1 But 


| - Fattion in ſome one or other of them, 


jt _ Church of Rome is the True and 


vii To the Reader. 
but that, among ſo many Parti- 
culars, they fail of giving Satis- 


to. Perſons of the very meaneſt Ca- 
pacity and Knowledge among ft us,, 
and then their Pains are all oft. 
But if they ſucceed in this one 
Point, and prevail upon Men ſo 
far as to perſuade them, that the 


Infallible Church, zhey do all 8 
their Work at once. For their Pro- 
ſelytes in this one Point, are ſo in 
all the reft of courſe... T hey imme- 
diately throw away their Bibles, N 
examine. nothing further ; ut 
wholly give themſelves up to the 
Conduct of their Prieſts, who keep 
ſo entire Pygſeſſion of them, that } 
they have neither Eyes nor Ears 
or any body elſe ; and it is to no 
mire Purpoſe to talkto them about 
Matters of Religion, than to a q 
Stock or Stone. It is a ſtrange 
T bing, that Men, whom God 
_ bath endued with Reaſon, for. the 


* on 


1 a To the Reader. ix 
. Abuſe of which they know He will 
1 one Day call them to Account, 
oz. Hould be fo far imp 


oſed upon, as 
ſto think it ſafer to he led blindfold 
TA in a dangerous Way, and in which. 
"Ito miſcarry, is to be undone for 
cer, than to accept oftboſe Euides 
,| which God hath given them; who 
1. alſo hid them keep their Eyes open, 
2% nd look well to every Step they 
take, and go no farther than they: 
may be ſurs they are ſafe. This is 
a moſt pernigious Infatuation, and 
es. [ew or none are recover d out of it. 
„n pberefore T have done my Endea- 
vour to prevent it. I know that 
others have done the ſame ; but” 
either in ſeveral Pieces, or Vo- 
„ fumes too large tobe procured and 
read by thoſe, for whoſe Uſe I in- 
tend this. Few People will be at 
that Expence, either of — or 
Time, which is required for large 
% Books: And yet it is neceſſary 
that every Body ſhould be provided 
lf againſt theſe Seducers, which are: 
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X To the Reader. 


clues daß, but never mee be 
chan eſ late. I hope that by God s 
Bleſſing upon His Majeſty s Coun- 


ſels | and | 4rms, we ſhall be pro- 


refied from their open Force. May 
the ſame God bleſs theſe my weak 
Endeavours, to ſecure as many as 
1 cas from their ſecret Delete. 
T have not enter d into à Cunſi- 
deration of the particular Errors 
of. the Church of Rome: Becauſe | 
this has been done in ſeveral ſmall 
Tracts already; particularh, 
Biſhop Williams's Roman Cate- 
chiſm, with a Reply. And in 
another, entitled, A ſhort Re- 
futation of the principal Errors | 
of the Church of Rome. To 
which this may ſerve as a Prefa- 


_ tory Diſcourſe. 
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DIALOGUE 


Betwixt a 


Proteſtant Miniſter 


AND A 


RomMisn PRIES r, Ge. 


"IR" Miniſter, 

IR, I perceive. you have 
| of late been very induſ- 
. trious to ſeduce the Peo- 
ple committed to my 
Charge; telling them, 
that ſo long as they con- 
tinue in 8 —— of the Church of 
England, they cannot —__ to be ſaved. 


Romiſh- 


LR 

Komiſh. Prieſt. L have ſaid it, and 
will maintain it, that out of the Ro- 
man Catholick Church there is no Sal- 
vation. ö 3 WY 

Prot. Min. Then all Chriſtians, it 
ſeems, muſt be in Subjection to the Pope, 
under Pain of Damnation. 

Rom. Pr. Ves; for He is Chriſt's 
Vicar upon Earth, the Viſble Head of 
—_—— 7: : : 

Prot. Min. I pray, Sir, from whom 
derives He this Super- eminent Autho- 
rity? 

1 Pr. From St. Peter, to whom 
Chrift gave the Keys of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, and whom He commanded 
to feed his Sheep. 

Prot. Min. And what is all this to 
Rom. Pr. Why, He is St. Peter's Suc 
ceſſor in the Biſhoprick of Rome. * 


Prot. Min. That is more than you 


can prove. But whether you can or 
cannot,” it ſignifies nothing; for St. 
Peter's Privileges, if he had any be- 
yond the other Apoſtles, might be on- 
ly Perſonal. But, in ſhort, he had no 
more Authority than any of them all. 
For our Lord ſets his Twelve Apo- 
ſtles upon Twelve Equal Thrones, 


2 err © =& MOM SN 


e 


wa 


2 
Matth. xix. 28. and gives them ans 
and the ſame Commiſſion, John 5 
21, 225 . St. 1 1 Sly, . 
ing advanced to the e 8 

of hi himſelf more titan cre: x g's y 
was behind the very chiefeſt of hey 
* nothing, 2 Cor. xi. 5. and xii. 11. 
and thought it no Preſumption in 
himſelf to withſtand St. Peter to the 
Face, Gal. ii. 11. Where then was St. 
Peter's Supremacy ? And what Ground 
have you in Scripture for it? 

Rom. Pr. Did not Chrift wil 
him the Xeys of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, Matth. Xvi. 199 

Prot. Min. And was as good as his 
Word, when He gave him Com- 
miſſion to preach the Goſpel: But 
you ought to take Notice, that 
He, at the ſame Time, gave all the 
Apoſtles the very ſame, Marth. 
XXV111. I9» 

Rom. Pr. But He. commanded St. 
Peter in particular to feed his Sheep, 
John xx. | 

Prot. Min. Which St. Paul charg es 
all the Elders of Epheſus to do, Tas 
xx. 28. And St. Peter requires every 
Elder to do the ſame, 1 Pet. v, 1, 2. 
and this too, not as being Lords Over | 


45 
God's Heritage, Ver. 3. ſo far is Feed- [Of 
53mg from implying Dominion, accord- he 
ing to St. Peter himſelf. And I ſup- Ib. 
Pole he underſtood the Meaning of 
it as well as any of his Succeſſors. IP! 

Truly, this is a Doughty Argument . 

of Yours; I can give you a much F 
better, that St. Peter never intended ite 
to leave his Paſtoral Office to the Al 
Pope. For if he had, methinks he I 
mould have left him his Paſtoral * 
Staff. But, inſtead of that, he ſent it 0 
on. Wonder-working to Treves, from A 
whence it never returned to Rome, fo 
that the Pope is forced to go without 
one. : 
Kom. Pr. Whence had you this idle 
. | . 
Prot. Min. Even from * Durandus 
who quotes the Authority of Pope In- 
nocent III. for it. 

Rom. Pr. Well, but our Lord ſaid 
to Peter alone, Thou art Peter, and 
upon this Rock I will build my Church, 
Matth. xvi. 18. | 

Prot. Min. Do but once prove, 
that by this Reck is meant the * 
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ES 


of St, Peter, and not the Faith which 


he confeſs d, and you ſay ſomething z 
but till then, you ſay nothing. 
Rom, Pr. The Church bath inter- 
preted it of St. Peter himſelf, and 
you ought to take her Interpretation. 
For Scripture, as privately in- 
terpreted, is no Rule of Faith; fince 
almoſt every Text, even thoſe that 
concern the moſt Eſſential and Funda- 
mental Points in the Chriſtian Religi. 
on, may be interpreted ſeveral Ways : 
and no private Perſon can be certai 
whether, amongſt all the ſevera 
Meanings every Text is obnoxious to, 
that which he underſtands it in, is 
right or not. , . | | 
Prot. Min. In what you ſay of the 
Church's interpreting the Reck, to be 
St. Peter, you are miſtaken, For. 
two Parts in three of the Chriſtian 
World interpret it otherwiſe. And 
in what you have deliver'd. of the 
Uncertainty of Scripture, you are even 
Blaſphemous. For you thereby de- 
clare it to be a wain and uſeleſs 
Book, which no Body can be the 
wiſer for; whereas St Paul ſays, It 
is able te male us wiſe unto Salvarion, 
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2 Tim. iii. 15. 


3 


Rom, 


— 149 
U made. =» 8 
4HF 


1 in any thing, unleſs it be in the Apo- 


(6) 
Rom. Pr. But then it muſt be as ia. 
rerpreted by the Church; for St. Peter 
ſays, that yo Prophecy of Seripture is of Ii 
private Interpretation, 2 Pet. i. 20. l 
Prot. Min. Methinks your own 
Tranſlation might have taught you 
better, than to have applied that Text 
of St. Peter to this purpoſe. For that 
ſays, No Prophecy of Scripture is made 
by private Interpretation. And we are 
not talking about making of go 0 
but of interpreting Scripture already 


om XX «  W@44.,. a _2Vc-& Ps Þ L{i 


Kom. Pr. But is it not much ſafer 
to rely. upon the Judgment of the 
Church, which is infallible; than up- 
on your own Judgment, Which may de- 
—_——. Nie 
Prot. Min. If by Church, you mean 
the Catholic Church; that is, the 
whole Body of Chriſtians diſperſed 
throughout the World; I don't know 
that ſhe hath given'me her Judgment 


ftles Creed, and Canon of Scripture. 
And how. to come at her Judgment in 
other Matters, I know rot. If you 
mean any particular Church, I would: 
fain know which Church that 1s ? 


Ca > -&4. . id © Ad ond A £2 


— · 
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1s the Roman Catholick 


Rom. Pr. It 
hurch. 


nee. ten 
Prot. Min. Muſt I uſe my Judgment 


f inthe Choice of that for my Church, 


or muſt I not? RAE 
Rom. Pr. You muſt uſe your Judg- 


ment to be ſure. 


| Prot. Min. Then I am but where 
I was, and muſt rely upon my own 


I private fallible Judgment at laſt, and 
# that too in the moſt z 


import ant Point. 
viz, the Choice of the true Church. And 


 _ 


how ſhall I be ſecure of not being de- 


ceived in that, more than in any 
other? .. ...-...: | 1 
' Rom. Pr. O Sir, She has ſuch diſtin» 
guiſhing Marks and Notes, that you 
"x "5 miſtake, unleſs you will, yoar 
Elk. e e 
Prot. Min. Why, Sir, I have uſed 
my moſt fincere Endeavours to find 
out the true Church, and yet you ſay 
I am miſtaken. I have examined your 
Church by all the Notes Cardinal Bel- 
larmine has given us of the True 
Church among which, Holineſs . of 
Doctrine is one; and having thereup- 
on compared her Doctrine with the 
Seriptures, I find her ſo far from be- 
ing a pure, infallible Church, that ſhe 
ap- 


not you ſee into how many, and how 


Ws .,7 
appears to me the moſt Corrupt, andi. 
moſt Deceived of any Church that Þ 
know of in the World. E 


Nom. Pr. You examine the Church's 
Dottrines by the Scriptures. 7 
Prot. Min. And how ſhould I exa- 
mine them otherwiſe? Would you 
have me take your Church's Word, be- 
fore I know whether ſhe be the True 
Church or not? And how ſhall I ever 
know that, but by examining her by 
the Notes of the True Church? among 
. Which, ſince Holineſs of Doltrine is the © 
prinripal, I muſt examine her Doctrine 
by the Scripture ; for I know not what 
ſe to examine it by. By this our Sa- 
viour Himſelf deſired to be examined, 
John v. 39. and the Bereans are com- 
mended for examining St. Paul's Doc- 
trine by the ſame, Ad. xvii. 11. 
And truly it gives me a great Preju- 
dice againſt your Church, that ſhe 
declines this Trial, and difables Men 
to make it, by taking the Bible out of 
ther Hands: ©. ers: 
' Rom. Pr. What? You would have 
every Body read the Scriptures? Do 


1 | Errors they fall that do 
0? . ine *. . i | 
„ Prot. 


(9) 
Prot. Min. Some, I confeſs, do fall 
Aa Into very dangerous Errors; but tis 
Fhrough their own Fault. The Scrip-. 
res are nat to be charged with it. 
For God's Mord it 4 Light unto our 
Paths, and his Law is Truth, Pfal. 
xix. 105, 142. Can Light beget 
Darkneſs; or Truth Erroy? Let a Man 
put” read his Bible with an humble and 
boneft Mind, pray for the Aſſiſtance of 
od's Holy Spirit, practiſe his Duty 


by to far as he knows it, and uſe all the 
935 P 255 f — of Learning, as l 5 
8 Er Enquirer à er Truth, à 


| D TER my Word for it, he Thal 1 2 
hat 4 an Heret ick. 
eg | Lem. Pr. I can ſhew nin 2 Hort 
A; and a fafer Way : Let him boy n up 
his ens to an infall ble 
Guide. 
1 Prot. Min. But, Good Ss, bete is 
25 this Infalible Guide to be found! * 
Rom. Pr. In our Church to be ſure; 
or no other Church pretends to Ins 
allibility. . 


Prot, Min. And mot your Church 


Do needs have it, becauſe ſhe pretends 
ow to ie? Muſt ſhe needs be Inſallible, 


do Ibecauſe ſhe is preſuinpeuous ? I wifh to 
= God ſhe did but ſerioufly confider 
how 


———— — — 


| (10) 
how St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to her; 
cautions her not to be high-minded, bu 
fear, left God ſhould gue her off, ai! 
He had done the Jews, if, like them 
ſhe continued not in his Goodneſs, 
Rom. xi. 20, &c. Which Paſſage dothF« 
manifeſtly imply, that ſhe may. not 
only Err, but utterly fall away. 

Rom. Pr. But hath not Chriſt pro- 
miſled, that the Gates of Hell ſhall 
never prevail againſt his Church ? 
Hath He not promiſed to be with iti 
to the End of the World; and that 
the Spirit of Truth ſhould guide it in- 
to all Truth? 80 | 

Prot. Min. All this I acknowledge; 
but what is all this to the Church of 
Rome, more than to ;the Greek, or any 
other Church ? From theſe Texts it 
appears, that God will always have a 
Church in the World ; to the Mainte- 

'' mance of which in all Truth, the Scrip- 
ture, with the ordinary Aſſiſtance of 
j the Holy Spirit, is abundantly ſufficient, 
r 


7 


though there be no living, infallible 
Guide in it. And I pray, Who is 
|}, your infallible Guide? 8 
Nom. Pr. A General Council duly 
|| called. | - 0 


14 . 
1 ; 3 


Prot. 
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her, 4 11 ) 

„ but] Prot. Ain. Is there ever an one Sit- 
f, asFing at this Time? 
hem. Rom. Pr. No. 


neſs} Prot. Min. Then you are as deſti- 
doth ute of an infallible Guide as I am. 
not] Rom. Pr. But We have their De- 
een, Which anſwer all our Fur- 
poſes. 
aan Prot. Min. And We have the Hes 
"ch e Scriptures, which e, all ours 
th i 1. better . / 
thath Kom. Pr. But how are you ure you 
t in · underſtand the Scriptures atcihhnt? 
Prot. Min. And how are you ſure 
ige; you underſtand your Councils aright? 
of] You are as liable to miſtake in the 
any] one, as I am in the other; for you 
s it] have nothing but a private, ſalible 
ve al Judgment to truſt to, for the Interpre- 
nte- tation of their Decrees, which, by 
rrip- the Way, are not always very plain 
of ard intelligible, Witneſs ſeveral De- 
ent, crees of your Council of Trent, which 
lible were no ſooner paſt, than the Divines 
o is divided, and wrote againſt one ano- 
ther about the Meaning of them. 
luly ] Nay, whether that Council it ſelf, or 
any other you take for an infallible 
I Guide, had all the Requiſugs of a tru- 
rot. ly General Council; and conſequently, 
whe- 


ie in the Uſe of it, muſt, when all is 
% done, depend upon your own Judg- 
ment, which is no more infallible than 
% another Man's. This I ſay to you, 


ji h Popes and Councils. But as for the 
i|/||, Common People among you, who are 
ji not able to read them, they, by being 


more of Religion than their Prieſts 


%. 


. F 
whether their Decrees be of any Vali e 
dity at all, is a Queſtion you are notpf 
able to reſolve. And beſides all this, ger 
the Feſuits and Italians ſay, contrary 
to you, that the Pope is the s»fallibleÞ 
Guide. So that you cannot agree a- 
bout it: and you want yet another 
infallible Guide to decide the - Contro- 
verſy. With what Face then can 
you, tax us with Uncertainty in the 
Grounds of our Faith, when you your 
ſelves are at ſo much greater Uncer- 
tainties, in regard to your own? We 
are certain of the Truth and Sufficien- 
cy of our Rule; and all you have to 
objeck is, the Fallibily of our Judg- 
ments in the Uſe of it. Never con- 
ſidering, in the mean while, that, be- 
ſides the Uncertainty of your Rule, you, 


who are able to read the Decrees of 


deny'd the Scriptures, can know no 


think fit to tell them, and all their 


; (13) 

auth hangs upon their Prieſts Sleeves. 
ali Certainly they muſt have little Care, 
notbf their Souls, if they can be ſo con- 


this tent. . 
raryl Rom. Fr. O, Sir, dom t trouble your 
tblefelf for them; their Souls are ſafe 


nough in our Hands. = 
ther Prot. Min,. 1 Very. much doubt it 3 
tro- or 1 am ſure they fin by ſuch an ab- 
can ſolute ſubjedt ion of, their Faith to you; 
the nd ſo do you too, in Uſurping ſuch. 
our Y Dominion over it. It being contrary, 
cer. Jo Chriſt's. Command, Matth. Xxiii. 
We B, 9. Be not ye called Rabbi; for one 
en- your Maſter, even Chriſt, and ye are 
to Prethren. And call no Man your Fa- 
dg- her «port the Earth: for one it your 
on- Father, which is in Heaven. any” 4 
be- Rom. Pr. Are you a Prieſt, and talk 
on. Bt this Rate? It is no Wonder the 
| is People have no greater Regard for you, 
ig. nce you teach them to have ſo little, 
nan Dependance upon you. 1 
on | Prot, Min. Look you, Sir, We 
5 . 3 | 

riefts of the Church of England aim 
t no Authority Over our People, but 
hat God has given us. And as ma- 
y as truly underſtand their Religion, 
day us as much Refpett as we deſire. 
e alſo make it our Buſineſs to make 


them 


un ce. 44 —— — 
* 
i 
, 


the Belief , of 7 +anfubſtanziation, the 


can't imagine what, Courſe you take 


Upon this Foundation Ill convince 


CI f | , 
* | 


them as e 12 0 as roch ble; ſo far are Not 
we from putting 5 805 their 5 Eyes, that ha 
they may blindly follow our Conduct. Nhe 


In ſhort, we teach them nothing but fre. 


the naked Truth ; and therefore” giv 1 
them all the Light we can to. viſcern| C 


it. We allow them the "Uſe of all ot 
their Faculties to de; it. hate. K 


as you'll allow them to examine no-"'! 


thing; and to put them out of Ca- | 7 


ty of eyer doing it, you deprive * 
. of the Light of 95 Holy Le. ow 


tes; nay, fon rave them"ſn much P 1 
zs the free Ve "of their Reaſon and &. 


Senſes. 
1 Rom. Pr. How 8 TR you? BY | reea 
Prot. Min. In impoſing on them _ 


direfteſt * Contradiction to Reaſon and 2 


Senſe in the World. 'For my part, F. : 
ur 


ng f 
his « 
an 
And 
ou 
ven 
ade 
ard 
K. 1 


to bring them to the Belief of it. 
Pray, Sir, will you try what you can 
do upon me toward it. I'll Nee you 
all the Advantages you can deſire; Ill 
for once allow your Council of Trent to 
be Infallible, and all its Decrees as true 


as the Goſpel. 
Nom. Pr. Enough in all Conſcierith 


you 


1 
on immediatey. I have the Acts of 
hat Council 1n my Pocket. Look you 
Where, Sir, in Seſſ. 13. Can. 4. it is de- 
reed in as full Words as poſſible. 
Prot. Min. Methinks I ſee ſome 
ords to that purpoſe ; but yet I can- 
ot believe any ſuch Decree 1s there. 
Rom. Pr. Look again, Man, W hat ? 
il not you believe your own Eyes? 
Prot. Min. Have not we laid it 
lown as a Fundamental, that the 
ouncil has decreed nothing but what 
Js true? | 
1 Rom. Pr. Ves; and therefore ſince 
Four own Eyes tell you they have de- 
Freed it, it muſt needs be true. 
N Prot. Min. The very ſame Eyes tell 
e He, that it is not true; and there- 


os 


Pre I argue that they have not decreed - 


IF. Is not this Arguing as good as 
a ours? Alas, Sir, there is no Argu- 
ng from the Teſtimony of our Eyes in 


ind now, Sir, what Advances have 
ou made toward my Conviction ? 
ven none at all, though I my ſelf 
ade an unreaſonable large Step to- 


d. That the Council of Trent decreed 
B | no- 


his Caſe. For what Uſe can be made 
f an Evidence that contradicts it ſelf? 


ard it, in granting you what I did, 
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nothing but what is true. Let me add 


to this, the concurrent Teſtimony of 
all tlie other Senſes, which, with one 
Conlent, pronounce Tranſubſtantiation 
to be falſe; and then I leave you to 
conſider, whether you have not, by 
your Doctrine taken away, as I ſaid, 
the Dſe of our Reaſon and Senſes. 

Rom. Pr. Hold there, Sir, We leave 
the Senles to do their whole Duty. But 


you muſt know, that the Senſes per- 


ceive not Subſtances, but Accidents on- 
ly 3 and therefore there may be a 
Change of Subſtances, even where there 
is no Change of Accidents; and Tran- 
ſubſtantiation may be true, for ought 
the Senſes have to do with it, they be- 
ing Judges of the Accidents only. 
Prot. Min. By this you confirm the 


Charge laid againſt you, of rendering 


-our Senſes of no Ule to us. For it 
we cannot by them diſtinguiſh one Sub- 
ſtance from another, we may be guil- 
ty of as many Miſtakes with them, as 
without them. You may be an Hor/e 
under the Shape of a Man, for ought 1 
know; and this Book, which you tell 
me is the Council of Trent, may be, for 
ought either You or I can tell, but the 
Story of Tom Thymb. Nay, our — 

im- 
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Himſelf might, according to this Por- 
trine, have been nothing but an Ar- 
parition of Accidents; although the 
Apoſtles, for ſome Vears together, con- 
verſed with Him, ſam Him, and hand- 


led Him. Thus, by your abſurd Im- 
poſitions upon the Senſe and Reaſon . | 
of Mankind, you have undermined ' 


the Grounds of all Certainty and Knows 


ledge, and ſap'd the Foundations of all 


Religion. 


Rom. Pr. All this is but meer Talk; 
for we find by Experience, that our 
People believe their Religion as firmly F 


as you can do yours. 


Prot. Min. Ves; and Tranſubſtantia- p . 
tion as firmly as the Being of a God. But 


in ſo doing, they cannot be* acted by 


any rational Motives. For it is im- 


poſſible that any one ſhould. be indu- 


ced, upon reaſonable Grounds, to be- 
lieve Things contrary to Senſe and 
= Reaſon. An Adherence to ſuch abſurd 1 K 
Tenets, is Bigottry, meer ftupid Cre- . 8 


dulity; there can be nothing in it of 
true Chriſtian Faith. 

Kom. Pr. And can you imagine, 
that you have good and folid Grounds 
for your Religion, a late, apſftart 
Thing? If you have, pray how comes 

B 2 it 


o 


I 
2 


ry 

1 
' 
; 
* 


4 


wi? 
; 
. 
* 
4 
a 


| 


| it to*paſs, that the Church knew no- 
thing of it for Fifteen Hundred Years Li 
together; and that Luther was the ch 
|, firſt Diſcoverer of it? 

ll Prot. Min. Why, Sir, did the Church 
for Fifteen - Hundred Years together / 
| know nothing of the Apoſtles Creed, I,, 
Lard's Prayer, Ten Commandments, and pa 
the Two Sacraments? Was Luther the 5e 
Firſt Diſcoverer of theſe ? * 
Kom. Pr. Theſe were known and | 
[ profeſſed by the Church in all Ages, ad. 
and are as Old as Chriſtianity it elf. . 
Prot. Min. Why then do you charge I ſure 
our Religion with Novelty, ſince, by 
your own Confeſſion, it is as Old as 
Chriſtianit ß? | 

{6 Kom. Pr. But are thoſe Things the 
pole of your Religion? 

Prot. Min. Ves; as you may ſee 
by our Catechiſm, which contains the 
'' Whole of our Religion, Now, what 
vou hold more than this, either makes 
! another Religion, or doth not. If it 
|. doth; you have alter'd the Faith, which 
was once deliver d to the Saints, and ſo 
| come under the Apoſtle's Anathema, 
| 
| 


for preaching another Goſpel, Gal. i. 
3, 9. If it doth not; We are both of 
the ſame Religion. And that Queſtion 


of 


b | 


(29) 
of yours, Where was our Religion before 
Luther ? muſt be very abſurd; for you 
thereby ask, in Effect, Where' was your 
own ? 

Rom. Pr. But you have many Iega- - 
tive Articles: For Inſtance, The Pope 
is not Head of the Church; There isno 
Purgatory ; The Saints are not to be in- 
vocat ed, &c. All which are New, I am 
jure. 

Frot. Min. And why did not you 
add to our Negative Articles this too, 
Mahomet is not a true Prophet? I al- 
ſure you, our Religion conſiſts in this, 
as much as in any of thoſe you have 
mentioned. lt is true indeed, that we 
lo deny the Pope's Supremacy, Purga- 
ory, Invocation of Saints, and ſeveral o- 
her Tenets, which you have incorporat- 
2d into your Religion. But this De- 
ial is fo far from being an Zee 
Part of ours, that our People ſhould 
ever hear of them, were it not for 
on, who make ſuch a Noiſe about 
hem. And as for the Wovelty where- 
ith you tax theſe Negative Articles 
f ours; I confeſs it is true. For the 
rrors themſelves are of no long Stand- 
g; and they could not be deny'd be- 
re they were breach d. And here I 
B 3 retort 
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retort upon you the Charge of Novel 


ty in Religion. For all the Points 


wherein you differ from us, are all New 
And you, by taking them into the Bo- 
dy of Religion, have ſo far ſet up a 
New Religion, utterly unknown to the 
Apoſtles, and the p:imitive Church. 

Kom. Pr. What? Have not we Ar 
tiquity on our Side? | 

Prot. Min. No, in Truth have yo 

not, as to the Points in Controverſy be 
twixt us. Your Purgatory Fire di 


not begin ſo much as to ſmoak, till a 


bout the Beginning of the Fifth Cen 
tury, and flam'd not out till the Begin 
ning of the Fifteenth, when. Euger 
IV. blew it up with all the Strengt 
he had. Tranſubſtantiation was not le 
riouſly maintained by any Writer ti 
the Ninth Century, as Bellarmine him 
ſelf confeſſeth, and was not eſtabliſh'c 
till the Year 1215. The Supremacy © 
the Pope was condemn'd, even by thi 
Pope, viz. Gregory the Great, tOwarc 
the latter End of the Sixth Century 
as a Piece of deviliſb Pride, trampling 
upon the Necks of all the other Bi 
ſhops in the World. Images crept no 
into Churches till the Fourth Centur 


( 32 ) 4 
the Eighth. I might ſhew the like of Y 
your other Opinions and Practices, 
which are condemn'd by ns. 
Rom. Pr. Yes; and of Prayers for 
all the Dead too, 
hell Prot. Min. I confeſs Praying for the 
Dead to have been very ancient, But 
In not ſuch Prayers as yours are, viz. for 
their Deliverance out- of Purgatory, 
out which the Ancients knew nothing ot. 
e They made Oblations and Prayers for 
i the Prophers, Apoſtles, Martyrs, and e- 
a ven for the bleſſed Virgin her ſelf, 
ny whom no Body ever ſuppoſed to be in 
in Purgatory. | 
i Rom: Pr. To what Purpoſe then 
ti did they pray for them? 
ſe Prot. Min. For their Acquittal at 
tiff the Day of Judgment ; for the ſpeedy 
mJ Conſummation of their Happineſs 3 
\< and to teſtify their Communion with the 
off Saints departed. All this we find no 
bg Fault with. And ſhould any one put 
ird ſuch a Senſe upon that Prayer of our 
ry Church, in the Office of Burial, where- 
ng in we beſeech God, of his gracious Goods F 
Bi meſs, ſhortly to accompliſh the Number of © 
10 41s Eleft, and to haſten his Kingdom, that 
rv We, with all thoſe that are departed in the 
til true Faith of his Holy Name, may have 
| B 4 eur 


Con 3 Fhre 
our perfect Conſummation and Bliſs, both he 
m Body and Soul, in his eternal Glory; 
do not know that our Church would 
cenſure him in the leaſt for it. I crave Hand 
Leave to oblerve one Thing to you, II ver. 
which had not you interrupted me, I Ain 
mould have done before; and it is this: upo 
From the primitive Chriſtians praying you 
for the bleſſed Virgin, we have an evi- Ifroi 
dent Demonſtration that they knew Was | 
nothing of her Aſſumption, and Reizn-Ml j 
ing as Queen of Heaven. And yet the cer 
15th of Auguſt is with you a great FWI 
tival in Memory of it. What Tradi- 7 
tion have you for this? And what War- con 
rant have you to teach your People, Knot 
that Her Soul the third Day was rerunit- II h 
ed to her Body, and aſſumpted into Hea- out 
ven, with ſuch Solemnity as no Mortal can ¶ De; 
comprehend ? That ſhe is exalted above all ¶ fou 
Creatures, and crown'd Oueen of Heaven But 
and Earth? She was aſſumpted with So- Ithe 
lemnity indeed, if it be true which a- Ni- 
nother ſays, that Chriſt Himſelt came YI qui 
down from Heaven, attended on by gin 
innumerable Angels, bringing her Soul Na 
along with him, to re- unite it to her , 
Body. This Journey might have been I tio 
ſaved; for, according to the ſame Au- B yg 
#; -thor, He had done as much _— 

{ | three 
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hree Days before, to comfort her at 
her Death, and fetch her Soul. What 
need He have made two Joutneys of it? 
Why did He not take her away, Body 
and Soul, at firſt? Methinks you make 
very bold with Chriſt, in thus fetching 
Him down from Heaven ever and anon 
upon your imaginary Occaſions. But 
you care not how much you derogate 


from the Honour of the S, fo long 


as you advance that of the Mother. 


Rom. Pr. The Church is not con- 


cern'd in the Extravagencies of private 
Writers. 5 

Prot. Min. But ſurely the Church is 
concern'd to ſee that her Children be 


not fed with ſuch Traſh, The Paſſages 
have mentioned to you, are taken 
out of Manuals, and other Books of 
Devotion, . which I have accidentally 
found in the Hands of poor People. 


But your publick Offices are much to 


the ſame Tune; for in Repeating the 


Nicene Creed at Maſs; the Prieſt is re- 
quired to bow at the Name of the Vi- 


gin Mary, which he there is not at the 
Name of Jeſus. In the Maſs of St. A.- 
ry, one would think, by the Applica- 


tion of the Leſſon, Eccleſ. xxiv. 9, &c. 
you aſcribed Eternity to her: In the 
3 ſame 
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fame Mafs, you offer u p un ging 
if the Satrament be Chriſt, as you 1a 
it 15; in Honour of her. But this yo 

do too, in Honour of other Saints, as 
well as her; and your Council of Trey 
bath paſs'd an Anathema upon all that 
hall condemn your Practice, Seſſ. 22. 
Can. 4. Is not all this to advance the 


5 Mother, and degrade the Son? Not to 


mention the Hymn, 


O felix puerpera noſtra pians ſaws: 
Jure Matris impera Redemptori. 
N (Crimes, 
0 Mather, which expiateſt 2 
11 th Maternal Authority command thi 
| (Redeemer 


This indeed, you have ſtruck out o 
your Miffals, for meer Shame; and 
therefore I inſiſt not now upon it. 1 
would only ask you, Who were then 
#nfalibly guided, they that put it in 
or they that truck it out? Both, I am 
ſure, could not be fo. 

Rom. Pr. Why, Sir, there was no 
Council concerned, either in putting 
it in, or out, that I know of; and | 
have told you, that the Irfallibility lies 
in 4 Council. Prot, 


(35) 


Prot. Min. Be it ſo. But in the mean 


Time, W hat is the Church the better 
for ſuch an Infallibility, as ſuſfers the 


publick Offices to be corrupted with a 
ſuch Blaſphemies? And in what a mi- 


ſerable Condition are the poor People, 
who, being blindly led by ſach blind 
Guides, muſt, together with their 
Leaders, fall into the Ditch? | 

Rom. Pr. What's that you ſay? You 
will deny, ere long, that Salvation is 
to be had in the Catholick Church. 

Prot. Min. By Catholick Church, you 
mean, according to a very improper 
Way of Speaking, the Roman Church; 
an wniverſal Particular. In what, I be- 
leech you, doth her Catholiciſm con- 
fiſt ? not in Soundneſs of Doctrine, I 


am ſure, nor in Extent. For, divide 


the Number of Chriſtians into three 
Parts, and there is ſcarce one that ſhe 


can claim for her own. But as to what 
you were ſaying : 1 do not ablolutely - 


deny that Salvation is to be had in your 


Church; though if I did, I ſhould do 
it with as much Charity, and with a 


great deal more Truth, than you deny 
Salvation to us. But, for my. part, 1 
am not for uſurping Chriſt's Office, and 


of (#dging before the Time ; 1 am not for 
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(36) 
damning more than needs muſt $ hoy 
far infinite Mercy will extend it ſelf 
even to honeſt Heathens, I know not. 
Kom. Pr. | thank you for your Cha 
rity. You put us in the State of honef 
Heathens. 

Prot. Min. Not ſo neither, I do no 
deny but that you are in a Covenan 
with God, which Heathens are not 
And do hope, that through that Fait 
which you yet have in Chriſt Jeſus, a 
many of you as do err through meet 
Weakneſs, and invincible Ignorance, ma 
be ſaved. But how many of you do 
that I muſt leave to God, who alone 
knows your Hearts. All that J fay is 
that many, very many, of the Doctrin: 
and Practices of your Church, are i 
their own Nature damnable ; but hoy 


far they will ect ally prove ſo, I dare 


not determine. No doubt, but ou 


Good and Gracious God will forgive 


much to ſincere and honeſt Minds. 


Rem. Pr. Amen, | beſeech God; for 


elſe I know not who can be ſaved. 
Trot, Min. In this you. ſpeak Chari 


tably, and like a good Chriſtian. And 


to be conſiſtent with your ſelf, you 
muſt needs acknowledge every. ſincer 


and honeſt Proteſtant to have as juft 


Ground 


(37) 
Ground of Hope, as any Papiſt ; ſince 
he alſo is in Covenant: with God, and 
has as juſt a Title tothe Promiſes of the 


i Goſpel, as any other Chriſtian in the N 


World. What then do you mean, by 


Deat h- beds, and terrifying them, in 


nation, unleſs they die in the Commu- 
Lvion of your Church? Do you think a. 


a meer Profeſſion, the Effect of nothing 


ell but Terror and Amazement, can re- 
a commend Men to God? 2 


Kom. Pr. Surely it is ſomething to 
nel die in the Commwnion of the Church; 


is to have the Advantage of her Prayers, 
n Abſolution, and the Sacraments. | 
Prot. Min. Why, Sir, they. were in 
owl the Communion of the Church of God be- 
gy tore you come near them; and, our 
ul Church affords: them all: the ſpiritual 
we} Afſiſtances they ſtand in need of. 


Rom. Pr. What by the Hands of 


fol ſuch as you? What can your Aſſftance 
ſignify? Lou are no Prieſt. 
Prot. Min. I'll join Iſſue with you up- 


i 
nd 
ou Time, let us confider what mighty Ad- 
ere vantage they can receive by your Pray» 
uftſ ers, more than ours, I haye read 


your 


your creeping to our People upon their 


their laſt Agonies, with Hell and Dan 


on this Head preſently. In the mean 
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þ procuring of Pardon, driving away the 


. 
your Office for the Yiſtation of the 


ſome Things good in it. But to what 

Purpoſe, I pray you, ſerve ſo many 

Groſſings ? And what think you of this? 5 
The Prieft laying both his Hands up- 
on the ſick Man's Head, after a Sen- 1 
tence of Scripture, very preſumptuouſly 
applied, ſays : Jeſus, Son of Mary, the T 
Salvation, and Lord of the World, be 
merciful and gracious to thee, for the 
Merits of &. Benedict. Again, you 
make the ſick Man beg Mercy thro' 
the Merits, not only of Chr;ft, but alſo 
of his moſt holy Mother, of all the An- 
gels and Eleftt. Again, he deſires his 
Guardian Angel, to impart to him one 
dolorous Sigh, out of thoſe innumerable ones 
which Chriſt gave upon the Croſs. I thought 
the Miniſtry of Reconciliation had 
been given to Men, and not to Angels, 
2 Cor. v. 18. Further, he prays his 
Angel, that the Mother of Grace would 
tet him ſhare with her, but in one Groan 
of her Virgin Heart; and receive him 
into the Number of thoſe, who obtain 
Pardon through her Merits. Now, to 
pals by your bleſſed Aſbes, Hair- Shirt, 
and holy Water, apply d by you for the. 


7 * 
Sick, and do acknowledge, there are 
to 
ae 


Devil, 


Devil, &c« Let me ſeriouſſiy ask you; 
Are the. bleſſed Virgin, the Angels and 
Saints, made no more of than Media- 
tors of Interceſſion here? Is a Depen- 
dence upon their Merits for Pardon and 


And is not the joining their Merits to 
y together with him? Alas! Sir, theſe 


but infinite Mercy can forgive the. Hni- 
"Bl 94ity of ſuch Prayers. A Man had bet- 


UN ter be left to pray for himſelf, than 
be aſfiſted at this Rate, And yet all 


this, tho' bad enough, is not the worſt 


him the Communion, you make- him 
worſhip the Croſs. | ; 

Kom. Pr. You ſhould ſay, Chriſt that 
hung upon the Croſs. 

Prot. Min. Nay, the very Croſs it 
ſelf. For he worſhips that which he kiſ- 
„ and he kiſſes nothing, I am ſure, 

but the Croſs; adoret, & deoſculetur 
Crucem,. ſaich the Rubrick. Now your 
Writers ſay, the Croſs is to be wor- 
Imipped with Latria, i. e. the Worſhip 
ro which is due to God Himſelf. 
Rom. Pr. Well, this Worſhip: is not 
intended to the Mood it ſelf, but to 


Salvation no more than an Ora pro nobis? 
thoſe of Chriſt; a making them Saviour s- 
Things are not to be juſtify'd. Not hing 


you do for him. For when you give 


hriſt . hy Prot, 
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Prot. Min. And it is acceptable tov 
Him, no doubt, as the Worſhip of theo 
Golden- Calf was: Which, tho' intend- Ha. 
ed by the Jews to God Himſelf, Exod. 

xxxii. 5. was rejected by Him as a- 
bominable 1dolatry. Is it not then apt 
wonderful Kindneſs to a Man, to make 
him commit Idolatry in the laſt Act 
of his Life, and to ſend him out of 
the World immediately to appear be- 
fore God, with the Guilt of ſo heinous 
a Sin upon him? This is the mighty 


Advantage of Dying in your Commu- * 
nion. Pray, keep it to your ſelves; P 
we deſire none of it. And, bleſſed be hat 
God, we have none of this Stuff; we — 

FM 


have no Idolatry in any of our Office, 
we plead no Merits but thoſe of Chrit.$** 
alone, which we knowto be All-ſufficient Nn 
Rom. Pr. But what Abſolution canfj K 
you give to a Conſcience burthen's eit 
with the Senſe of Sin? | an 
Prot. Min. As full an Abſolution ao. T. 
ou can. And our Authority to give it ” 
is as good as yours, | 
Rom. Pr. Youderive all your Authc 
rity from a mock Ordination. 
Prot. Min. You believe the Story o 
the Nag's-Head, I ſuppoſe; a ground ath 
toſs and malicious Lie. That * Bi 
| or 


(41) 
10P3 were Truly and Canonically Or- 
lain'd, is a Matter of Fact, evidenc'd 
by all the Proofs that a Thing of that 
Nature 1s capable of; and hath been 
diten made to appear, to the _ ion 
pf the moſt malicious Adverſaries. 
Which is more than can be done for 
he Succeſſion of your Popes. And now, 
ir, in Return to your Objection, let 
e ask you, Are you lure that you your 
elf are a Prieft ? 
Rom. Pr. Yes, that I am. | 
Prot. Min. Iwill undertake to prove, 
beat you neither are, nor can be. 
Rom. Pr. A very bold Undertaking. 


. # 
tes 14 Ly ta - 


2 Prot. Min. As bold as it 1s, I queſtion : 
„ot but that I ſhall make it good. Sir, 0 
Tan you know the Heart of any Man? 0 
Fm. Pr. The Heart of Man is de- 4 
f above all Things, and God alone 4 
an know It. f 
2 Prot. Min. Then yon cannot know + 
it Eis Intention. Now, foraſmuch as Or- 55 
lers is with you a Sacrament ; to the 4 
ho 4/idity of an Ordination, a due Inten- A 


on in the Ordainer is abſolutely neceſſa- 
o For ſo your Council of Trent 
„th decreed, Sf. 7. Can. 10, Since 
Bilberefore you do not, cannot know 
zone Intention of your Ordainer, you 
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do not, cannot know for certain th. 
you are a Prieſt. Nay, ſuppoſing the 
you could know the Intention of yo 
Ordainer, how can you know the 
tention of the Men that ordain'd him 
and the Intemtions of the whole Line 
Ordainers up to the Apoſtles ? A Fai 
lure in any one of theſe, and it is thi 
greateſt Chance in the World if ther, 
have been none in ſo long a Time, put 
an End to the Succeſſion. So that you a 
Prieſthood is one of the moſt wncertaiff Pet 
Things that can be; and you are Fon 
far from being certain that You yo ed 
ſelf are a Prieft, that you have ſcarce ¶ to 
moral Certainty, that there is ſo mucy} thi 
as one Prieſt in your Church. to 
Rom. Pr. But is it reaſonable to ſug th. 
Poſe, that any Man ſhould be ſo wici ter 
ed, as to adminiſter a. Sacrament witY pr 
a wrong Intention? the 
Prot. Min. If he be ſo negligent A {pr 
not to mind what he 1s about, t 
Caſe is the ſame. . But, I ſuppoſe, t 
Inquiſitors in Spain can tell you, th 
there have been found Men as Wick 
as that comes to; that Jews and Mos 
have lurk'd under Prieſts Habits ; na 
I can tell you of a Prieſt, named Le: 
Gaufridy, that was burnt at _ 
ran 


(43) 


France, April 30. 1611. for having 
compatted with the Devil, ro give no 
Sacraments with Intention. Now do 
but conſider, what wild Work one ſuch 
Accident muſt make amongſt you; 
and to what Uncertainties it muſt re- 


duce you, as to all holy Functions and 
Offices. This Wretch, no doubt, pre- 


tended to Baptize many, to give Ab- 


ſolution, and do all the other Offices of 
a Prieſt. How finely were the poor 
People cheated the while ? No queſti- 
on but they worſhipped his unconſecrat 


fed Hoſts; and ſo were trepann'd in- 


to Idolatry, as your felves acknowledge 


the Worſhip. of an anconſecrated Hoſt. 
to be. And if any of thoſe that were 


thus pretendedly baptized by him, en- 


_ tcr'd into the Clergy, as it is highly 
probable ſome of them did, they, thro? - 
their Incapacity of holy Orders, muſt 
J ſpread the Miſchief, how wide, God 


alone knows. In an Age or two it 
may overſpread your whole Church. 
And who can tell how far it is gone 


by this Time? 


Rom. Pr. Is not your own Church 


Jas liable to Miſchiefs ariſing from vi- 


cious Miniſters? 
Prot. 


| ( 44) 
Prot. Min. I deny not that. B. 


we have no cauſe to apprehend th x 
fame fatal Conſequences from ſuch infhith 
our Church, as you have in your ich 


For we know that the Validity of th: 
Sacraments, andother Means of Grace 
depend not upon the Miniſter's Inter 
tion. SO that let the Minifter, in It 


Officiating, intend what he will, tha. 
People cannot be deprived, by hill p, 
Malice or Negligence, of any BleſſoSe t. 


which God has annex'd to his own Or 
dinance. Whereas with you, the Va 
lidity of Sacred Offices depends upor 
the Miniſter's Intention and Sacra 
ments are no farther ſuch, than he iande 
tends they ſhall be. And therefore io 
the Malice but of one Prieſt may req 
duce your Priefthood to ſo great Uncerſſ.. 
tainty, as I have but now ſhew'd, that; 
Malice of many muſt reduce it to ie - 
much greater ; inſomuch, that nag er 
Man can have any tolerable Aſſurancq / 
with you, that he enjoys the true Meanherj 
of Grace and Salvation. And that you... 
have had many ſuch corrapt Prieſts a 
mong you, is paſt Queſtion; ſince, bi, 
the Confeſſion of your own Writersþ,,, 
many, even of your Popes, have beet. c. 
; 


s wicked Wretches as ever trod upon 
e Face of God's Earth. _ 

WM Rom. Pr. You may fill Mens Heads 
With imaginary Fears and Scruples by 
Mich Talk as this. But ſince God 
Math promiſed that his Church ſhall 
ever fail, I am fully aſſured, that 
is Providence will never ſuffer it 
) periſh for want of a true Prieſt- 
. 10d. 

biff Prot. Min. The Doubts I propoſe, 
"Fe too well founded to be call'd Ima- 
Jr nary Scruples, Neither can you an- 
/4Fer the Reaſons on which they are 
ült. As for the Promiſes of God, 
which you take Refuge ; they are 
ade to the Church in general. And 


d ſo far, as that there will be al- 
cÞys a Church of God in the World 
theY:t is, a Multitude of Men profeſſing 
o Ae Chriſtian Faith, holding all Truths, 
nad enjoying all Means neceſſary to Sai- 
me ion. But that this Church ſhall be 
-alVSecrly free from all manner of Error, 
arnot ſay. 
dom. Pr. Pray, Sir, ſhall this Church 
viſible or inviſible ? 
3 Min. Why, Viſible, if you 
Wale, 


Rom. 


do believe that they will be made 


(46) 
Nom. Pr. Nay, then I have you Mi 
Before your pretended Reformation, 
there wis no viſible Church but the 
Reman Catholick Church; and there. 
fore the Promiſes do all belong to her; 
and conſequently, your ſurmiſes a- 
bout the Uncertainty of her Prieſt. 
hood, are meerly Chimerical and 
Groundleſs. 
Prot. Min. How ſay you? WereſÞim 
there no other Churches in the World T 
-but the Roman before the Reformati- 
on? Was there not a Greek Church an 
Were there no Churches in Aſia? N It 
Church in Ethiopia? You mult be ex 
tremely ignorant, if you think ſ 
So long as God preſerved true Chri 
ſtianity in any one of theſe, his Pro 
-miſes would have been fulfill'd, tho 
the Roman Church had utterly peri 
ed. And therefore what I have ſail 
in relation to your Priefthood, is ratiſ the: 
nal and well-grounded. Nay, Golf hat 
had fulfill'd his Word, had He pref For 


ſerved only thoſe Chriſtians in an] 7 
near the Alps; as indeed they werff ly « 
reſerved in a wonderful Manney cle 
through all Ages of the Church ¶ they 
the Times of the Reformation, thi Kom. 
the See of Rome labour'd with all FR re 


Mig 
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Might to deſtroy them, by Croiſades, 
aſſacres, and Inquiſit ions. 
Rom. Pr. You mean the Waldenſes, 
and Albigenſes ; a Parcel of vile He- 
eticks, Manichees, and the Lord 
nows what. 
Prot. Min, You may as well ſay, 
ll Proteſtants are Quakers and Mupgle- 
onians, Do but hear what Raynerizs 
ehimſelf, an Inquiſitor, ſays of them: 
There was never any Sect more per- 
Inicious to the Church than this; 
and that upon three Accounts, 1. 
off It is of longer Standing. Some 
ſay, it hath continued from the 
ll Time of m"—_— (A. D., 335) o- 
ri others, from the Times of the Apo- 


ro ftles. 2. It is more general; for 


ho 
1 
ail 
py 
JV 
pre 
an 


ve 


there is ſcarce any Country free 
from it. 3. Whereas all other 
Sets render themſelves odious, by 
their Blaſphemies againſt God ; this 
hath a great Appearance of Piety. 
For they behave themſelves with 
Juſtice toward Men, believe right- 
ly of God, and hold every Arti- 
nel cle in the Apoſtles Creed; on] 

i they blaſpheme the Church of 
th Rome and its Clergy.” When 1 
iet read this Character of them, from 
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the Pen of a profeſs'd Adverſary, and 
withal conſider'd, how the Hand of t 
God had upheld them under Preſſure; 
longer and greater than thoſe of the 
Ten Perſecutions; I could not but 8. 
think of that Promiſe, On this Rock ce 
will I build my Church, and the Gates of dn 
Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it And] it 
that thoſe poor Chriſtians had a much 
greater Intereſt in it, than your! C! 
Church of Rome, though ſhe appro- 
priates it to her ſelf. For though ſhe ſen 
hath riſen to great worldly Glory and 
Splendor, and continued free from 
Perſecutions, (which, by the Way, {| Bai 
are no Marks of the Church of Chriſt;) You 
yet by becoming her ſelf a Perſecutor, | Wh: 
and corrupting the Faith with ſo ma- I not 
ny Errors, (I may ſay, damnable He. 
reſies) as ſhe hath done, it is manifeſt, 
the Devil hath gain'd much more up- 
on her, than ever he could do upon 
that perſecuted Flock. And were II the 
at a Loſs for an Anſwer to that/ame 
idle Queſtion, Where was your Kell. teſta 
gion before Luther ? Thoſe poor Chriſ. differ 
tians would furniſh me with a ve-IIn th 
ry good one; and I might ſay, Iigyou; 


was in the Valleys of Piedmont. AMem 
ChurcWhict 


Ve- 


: (49) 
Church more gloriouſly adorn'd with 
the Crowns of its Martyrs, than your 
Pope with his triple Crown. Let the 
Church of Rome look to it; the 
Blood of fo many Thouſand Inno- 
cents cries aloud for Vengeance, 
and God hears it, and will avenge 
it. 

Rom. Pr. I doubt not but that the 
Church of Rome can juſtify its own 
Proceedings. She flouriſheth at pre- 
lent, and is like enough to do ſo to 
the End of the World : And you had 


as good forbear Propheſying a- 


gainſt her. Your Zeal over-heats 
you, ſo that you do not well conſider 


what you ſay; otherwiſe you would 


not have honour'd thoſe People with 
the Name of a Church, to the Con- 
ſtitution of which, you know that 


| Epiſcopacy is neceſſary; which, ſince 


they had not, they could not deſerve 
the Name of a Church; and, for the 
ſame Defect, the Generality of Pro- 
teſtants are no Churches, Herein you 
differ from them, and they from you. 
in ſhort, there is no Unity amongſt 


Ii you; and therefore you cannot be 
AMembers of the Catholick Church, 


cn 


which is but one. 
C Pf ot. 
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Prot. Min. Before the Church of 
Rome can juſtify her ſelf for the bar- 
barous Tyranny, the cruel Oppreſſion, 
and the innumerable Murthers ſhe 
ſtands guilty of, ſhe muſt find a new 
God, or make one. But let her 
Mift for her ſelf as ſhe can, when God 
ſhall enter into Judgment with her. 


As to what you have ſaid, of the Mal- 


.denſes being deſtitute of Epiſcopacy, 
you are greatly miſtaken, and * Dr, 
Allix hath ſufficiently proved the con- 
trary. Neither do you ſeem to un- 
derſtand the State of the Proteſtant 
Churches beyond Sea ; moſt of them 
have Biſhops, though, in many Places, 
they go by the Name of Superinten- 
dents, which is but a Tranſlation of 
the Greek Eins -. However, this 
is an Objection which ought not to 
come from your Mouth, who are 
taught by your Catechiſm, that there 
is no Order in the Church above that 


of a Prieſt; and conlequently, a Bi-: 


ſhop. and a Prieſt have but one Charac- 


ter. Youallow alſo, that a Prieſt, by 


# See his Remarks on the Eccleſietical Hiſcry of 
the Ancient Churches of Piedmont, ch. 24. 


(35-3 
a Commiſſion from the Pope, may 
confer Orders; 1o _ according to 
you, Epiſcopacy is of no Neceſſity to 
the 'Cmticution of a Church; and there- 


fore you have no Reaſon to wnchurch 


any Body of Chriſtians for want of 
an Epiſcopacy, ſo long as they have 
but a Prieſthood among them. And as 
for your Argument, whereby you 
would prove the Proteffants not to be- 
long to the Catholick Church, becauſe 
of their Di es in Opinions: It is 
- Fall founded upon a Miſtake about the 
t ¶ Nature of the Catholick Church. The 
a ECatholick Church is indeed but one; 
„but the Unity of it conſiſts not in the 
- Areement of all its Members in aff 
Points of Religion, but in their being 
is united in one Covenaut to one Head, 
to FChriſt jeſus. Where there is one 
re Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, there is 
re one Church. Accordingly the Apoftle 
at aich, that by one Spirit we are all Bape 
B.- Fixed into one Body, 1 Cor. X11. 13. 
-The Proteſtant Churches are all thus 
by Ppaptized, and fo are all that are truly 
a called Chriſtians; and therefore are all 
of one Church. 
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( 52): 
Nom. Pr. How can this be? How 
ſhould they that are ſo much divided 
be but one? e 
Prot. Min. I can make this clear to 
you by too ſenſible an Inſtance; and 
which we all have but too much Cauſe 
to lament. The People of England 
are one People, foraſmuch as we are all 
united under one Civil Government; 
and yet at the ſame Time, we are bro- 


ken and divided into ſeveral Partie: 


and Factions. Now thele Diviſions 
don't make a d:ftinf People of any of 
us, fo long as we all hold that general 
Bond of Unity, viz. 4 Subjettion to one 
and the ſame Legiſlature: In like manner 


the Proteſtant Churches, and all the 


Churches in the World, fo long as they 


continue in their Union to Chriſt by 


their baptiſmal Covenant, are all but one 
Church of Chriſt, notwithſtanding their 
Differences and Diviſions, as to other 
Matters. But what are you that re- 
proach the Proteſtants with their Di- 
viſions * Are there no Diviſions in the 
Church of Rome? Are you all of one 
Mind, and one Judgment? | can tell 
you, that you are not; nay, that you 
Aiffer among your ſelves about Points 

: 1 


(53) 
of as great or greater Importance, than 
thoſe which are debated among Pro- 
teſtants, Can there be a Point of 
greater Moment than that concerning. 
the Subject of Infallibility ? Till that 
is decided, the Infallibility you pre- 
tend to, and on which you fay, all 
Certainty in Religion depends, can be 
of no manner of Uſe. And yet you 
now that one half of your Church 
is at Difference with the other about 
it. 
Em. Pr. But we don't break in- 
o ſeparate Communions upon that, 
or any other Point, as you Proteſtants 
do. 

Prot. Min. Good Reaſon why : A 
evere Rod is held over you, and 
ou are kept together by Force and 
ompulfion, Were you left, to follow 
he Bent of your own Inclinations, as 
rroteſtants are, we ſhould ſee as 
any Separations with you, as with 
— hem. You proſecute one another 
re ith all the Violence imaginable. 
"Witneſs the Conteſts betwixt the 
l eſuits and Janſeniſts, about the Ef- 
icy of Divine Grace; betwixt the 
Jominicans and Franciſcans, about the 
__ Imma- 


* 
M 
ne 
If 


ou 
ts 
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Immaculate Conception. To how great 
an Heighth are the Diſputes in France 
grown upon the Subject of Father 
Queſnel s Book? And what have not 
the Archbiſhop of Paris and many 
other Biſhops ſufferd? And what 
were they not likely to have ſufter'd, 
had not Providence interpoſed, be. 
cauſe they would not ſubmit to the 
Pope's Unjuft and Heretical Condem- ] 
nation of E Book. 

Rom. Pr. The Pope: 8 Condemnation 
Heretical ? of 

Prot. Min. Yes, Sir, 1 ſcruple not are 
to call it ſo. For he that coudenimy fee 
ſeund and orthodox Truths, acts like 
an Heretick. What think you of the 


Propoſitions? 


* Charity alone performs Chri ſtia 
« Attions after a Chriſtian Manner, ! 


ce reſpect to God and Jeſus Chriſt. Hil lous 
« that approacheth God, ſhould not con imp. 
% Him with his brutal Paſſions, no Ha 


& be led by natural Inſtinft, or Fear, aj Yea 
« keaſts ; 2 by faith and 1 
2 chu. 
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„ Fb Chuch bab the Wird Hoc 
ih © nate as its Chief, and all the Saints 
tl 4, its Members. 
| 
. 


ce To ſuffer Excommunication, and an 
„ © unjuſt Anathema, rather than betray 
& the Truth, is to imitate St. Paul, far 
el © from oppoſing Authority in the leaſt, or 
& breaking the Unity. 


nfl [1 ſhall not ſtand to recite any more 
of the ſame Nature with theſe. There 

ot} are 101 of them in all; and you may 
ſee them in the Monthly Mercury of 
January 1714. Are not theſe which 
e 1 have mention'd, ſome of the moſt 
fundamental Truths of Chriſtianity ? 
And yet the Pope hath condemn'd e- 
very one of theſe in the moſt ſolenn 
manner, ex Cathedra, as falſe, ſcanda- 
_ lous, pernicious, injurious to the Church, 
impious, blaſphemous, and heretical. 
Had this Bu! been publiſh'd thirty 
44 Years agone, it had ſaved the preſent 
| hg ſhop of Canterbury ſome Trou- 

e. 

Rom. Pr. How ſo? Hath he writ- 
ten any thing againſt theſe Propoſi- 
tions ? 1 
838 Prot. 


— 
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Prot. Min. No, God forbid. I be- 
Ireve he would rather have under- 
gone all the Deaths and Torments that 
were ever inflicted upon the poor 
Waldenſes. But you muſt know, that 
James Benigne Boſſuet, the famous Bi- 
ſhop of Meaux, was a great Patron of 
this Book of Queſnel s. This Bifhop 
wrote an Expoſition of the Doctrine of 
your Church, which he hath dreſs'd up 
ſo artificially, that at firſt Sight, one 
would take it to be true Chriſtianity, 
the very Doctrine of the Church of Eng- 
Jand. This was tranſlated: and pub- 
liſned here in King James's unhappy 
Reign, and People were ſtrangely a- 
mufed with it. But Dr. Wake ſtripp'd 
it of its Garb, and expoſed it naked, 
by two excellent Pieces, which I de- 
fire you to read, and could wiſh they 
were in every young Clergyman's 
Hands at leaft: They are entitled, 
the one, An Expoſition of the Doftrine 
of the Church of England, in the ſeve- 
ral Articles propoſed by Monſieur de 
Meaux, late Biſhop of Condom, in his 
Expoſition of the Doctrine of the Catho- 
fick Church, (4to.) London Printed for 
K. Chiſwel, 1686. The other, A De- 
fence 


a MR ©, © Fo Mt CP. 20. 5 th nts 
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fence of the Expoſition of the Doctrine of | 
the Church of England, againſt the Ex- | 
ceptions of Monſieur de Meaux, and his 
Vindicator : Printed likewiſe in 4to 
at London, for R. Chiſwel 1686. Now, 
had this Bull, as I but now ſaid, been 
then publiſh'd, the Pope himſelt would 
have told us in Effect, that Monſieur | 
de Meaux was ſo far from being qua- 
lify'd for an Expoſitor of the Church's | 
Doctrine, that not he, no, nor the 
moſt eminent Prelates in the Galican 


Church, underſtood any thing of the 


Matter: But were all ſuch MNovices 
in Religion, as not to know what 
Books _were fit for their People to 
read, and ſo Dr. Wake might have 


thought his Pains needleſs. But 


then we. had been deprived of two 
very good Books: And therefore L 
think the Bull happily timed. It 
comes out ſoon enough now to 
give me great Satisfaction in two 
Points. | 

' Rom, Pr. What are thoſe,. I pray 
you ? 

Prot. Min, The firſt is, That all 
the Infallibility you have. in your 
Church, ſerves not in the leaſt for 
| C5 the 


= the Edification-of it. For if it did, how 

comes it to paſs, that the greateit q 
= Prelates in it ſhould fall into, and 
continue ſo long in ſo groſs Errors, 

n the Pope's Judgment, in relation . 
= to Father Queſuels Book ? that they e 
= ſhould not know ſo much as the C 


Wo Nature and Uſe of the principal f 
= Graces of a Chriſtian, Faith, Hope, th 


: and Charity? A: 
4 Rom. Pr. And what is the Second 5 
Point it hath ſatisſied you in? 8 


Prot. Min. 1 have been long in ¶ or 
VZ3auſpence and Doubt, whether the Pope 5 
were Antichriſt or not. And I think 8 
that this Ball hath put the Matter out 28 


of Queſtion. chi, 
Rom. Pr. What? that he is ſo? ſten 
Prot. Min. I leave you to judge. F 


When Antichriſt comes, what more: cry 
Aaumnable Doctrines can he introduce I But 
WW than theſe ? wiz. Chriſt is not Head of vo. 
the Church. Charity is not- neceſſary to can 
Chriſtian Actions. A Man may draw P 
mib ta God without Faith and Love. To you 
== /uffer for the Truth, is not to. imitate St» and 


Paul, &c. But 
Kom. Pr. What is all this to the ¶ ther 
Matter in Hand ? oY Pp 


'4 * 
' 


e 


Prot: 


>PE 


* 
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1 
Prot. Min. Nothing, but that it 
ſhews there are very great Diviſions 
in your Church, upon Points of much 
greater Importance than any among the 
Proteſtants. Do but look over the 
ſeveral Confeſſions of the Proteſtant 
Churches and you will find a per- 
fett Harmony amongſt them in all 
the principal Dottrines of Religion. 
And after all, this Obje&ion from 


our Diviſions, might be made with _} 


a much better Grace by a Turk 
or a Few, againſt Chriſtianity in 
general, than by you againſt us; 
ſince you, by corrupting Religion, 
as you have done, have been the 
chief Cauſe of the Diviſions of Chri- 


ſtendom. 


Rom. Pr. You make a great Out- 
cry of Corraptions in our Church ; 
But whence ſhould it have them? 
You cannot tell how, or when they 
came in. 

Prot. Min. I have already told 
you when ſome of them came in, 
and could tell you when others. 
But if I could not, doth it follow 
therefore that you have none? ls 
a conſumptive Man in Health, be- 


cauls _ |} 
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cauſe I cannot tell him how: he 
caught his Diſtemper? Corruptions 
may grow upon Churches, as Diſ- 
eaſes upon Men, by inſenſible De- 
grees. Our Lord ſays, that the E- 
nemy ſows his Tares in the Night, 
when Men are aſleep, Matth. xi1. 
25. And St. Peter hath foretold us, 
that there ſhould be falſe Teachers, 
who ſhould privily bring in damnable 
Hereſies, 2 Pet. ii. 1. Corruptions you 
have, how you came by them, it mat- 
ters not; and thoſe intolerable, both 
in Doctrine and Worſnip. And | 
doubt not but that many. in your 
Communion are in their Hearts a- 
ſhamed and weary of them. But they 
are bourd upon you, by your Pre- 
tence to Infallibility, a Snare of the 
Devil's, which, when you are once 
entangled in any Error, as you are 
in very many, will not ſuifer you 
to break looſe. And that you are 
juſtly. charged with ſuch Error: 
and Corrupt ions, | dare undertake 
to demonſtrate to you, if you will 
give me Leave to go over the Pay 
rcalars in which you differ from us. 


Ran 


() 


Rom. Pr. I have not Time for 


that now; and ſhall ftay only to 
propoſe one Argument to you, 


which if you can anſwer, I have 
done. 

Prot. Min. What is that, I pray 
you? | 

Rom. Pr. It is. the Corruption of 


your Lives. If your Faith were ſo pure 


as you ſay it is, whence is it that it 
produceth no better Fruit ? 

Prot. Min. I muſt confeſs that 
you pinch me more- in this, than 
in any thing you have hitherto 
ſaid. All that I can reply to you 
is, that the Faith and Doctrine of 
our Church is not at all anſwera- 
ble for this; and that it is nonew 
Thing for Men to hold the Truth in 
Unrighteouſneſs. The Jews were once 
the only People that profeſs'd the 
true Religion; and yet. were, at the 
ſame Time, ſo corrupt. in their Mo- 
rals, that, as the Prophet tells them, 
they were a Comfort even to the 
Men of Sodom. Bleſſed be God, 


Things are not yet come to that 


wretched paſs with us; and: you 
have no: cauſe. to exult and tri- 


waph 


(62 

ph over our Wickedneſs. For if 
e are bad, you are worſe. We 
maintain no Doctrines that have a- 
ny the leaſt Tendency toward the 
Corruption of Mens Morals, or en- 
courage them in vicious Practices. 
Whereas you do: Witneſs the vile 
Dottrines of your\Caſuiſts; accord- 
ing to which, a Man may allow 
himſelf in the Practice of the worſt 
of Crimes, as Mr. Paſchall hath ſuf- 
ficiently proved, in his Provincial 
Letters againſt the Feſuits; and 
they could make no other Defence 
for themſelves, but that your School- 
men taught the ſame. And what 
an Encouragement muſt you needs 
give to Sinners by your Doctrine 
of Penance and Indulgences?* By 
which you teach Men, that they 
may be put into a State of Grace 
by a Prieſt's Abſolution, upon an 
Act of Attrition , and as for the 
temporary Pains that remain to be 
endured, theſe may be remitted 
by Papal Indulgencet, or Maj- 
es * for them after they are 
= Dead. 5 f 
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Rom. Pr. It doth not appear, that 
our People make any ſuch ill Uſe 
of the Dottrines you mention. 
And as for what you ſay, that we 
are worſe than you; I bid you De- 
fiance upon this Head. Shew me 
a Nation in our Communion, I had. 
almoſt ſaid, under the Cope of He- 


ven, in which Iniquity abounds more 


than in this. Fornication and Adul-- 


tery are made a Jeſt with you. You 


have loſt all Reverence for the moſt 
ſolemn Oaths. You are torn in 
Pieces by Faction and Diſcord, The 
truly generous Engliſh Spirit is fa 
far loſt, that for a Man to lay his 


Country's Intereft to Heart, and to 


prefer that before his private, is to 
incur the Imputation of Folly and 
Madneſs: Thus have you made it 
the lighteſt thing in the World, to 
lacrifice the Honour and Welfare of 
the Publick, (Things held Sacred, 
even among Heathens) to the moſt 
inſatiable Ambition and Avarice. 
And yet you of the Clergy, as you 
call your ſelves, either hold your 
Peace, like dumb Dogs,. or preach 
ſmooth Things. Did you think Jun 
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( 64) 
felves Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, as all 
true Clergymen are, you would re- 
buke with all Authority, you would 
cry aloud, and ſpare not for any 
Man's Quality or , Power. But you 
are afraid of giving Offence ; and 
by a pleaſing Eloquence, endeavour 
to recommend your felves to the Af- 
ection and Eſteem of your Audi- 
tors, rather than the neceſſary Du- 
ties of Religion to their Practice. 
You dare not lay their Sins before 
them, and ſpeak Home to their Con- 
ſciences, for fear of Spoiling your 


. Preferment. 


Prot. Min. I am too little ac- 
quainted with the World, to judge 
whether there be not more of Bit- 
terneſs in this Invective of yours, than 
of Truth. If Things are ſo bad 
with us as you ſay, it is high Time 
they were amended; for it is im- 
poſſible that any Nation. ſhould 
ftand under fo general a Corruptio 
long. But all this heavy. Charge 
figiifies nothing to the Matter in 
Hand; becauſe it reacheth not to 
the Conſtitution and Dottrines of our 


Church, which alone. I have take 


u po 


ng . ( 65 ) : | 
. upon me to defend, and not the 
d Conduct of our Lives: Though, as 
yl to this, I might ſtop your Mouth | 
uf} with a Recrimination. But I de- 
id || light not in ſuch Work. 1 only || 
ir] defire you to conſider us imparti- 
, and ſurvey us round, and then 
i- you will find that we have a bright, | 
vj as well as a dark Side. For what | 
| Church in the World hath produ- 

| 


re ced more noble Inſtances of Prety, 
1. than ours hath of late done, and 
url doth to this very Day? What 
glorious Efforts have been made, 
c- within theſe Twenty Years laſt paſt, | 
gel for the Suppreſſion of Vice, and pro- | 
tel pagating Chriſtianity, both at Home 
an and Abroad? You ſee poor Miniſters + 
ad in a fair Way to be competently |. 
nel maintained, many of their Widows ! 
nl act]? provided for, and Charity- 
dl Schools diſperſed throughout the Na- 
on] tion; and all this upon true Chri- 
gel Jin Principles, without any vain 
in Opinion of Merits and Satisfaction; 
tol but meerly for the Glory of God, 
url and the Good of Men. And did 
tell We preſume, like you, to diſpoſe of 
on} Honours in Heaven, we have many 
: Names © 
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Names that would become a Calen: 
dar better than any that are pro- 
perly yours. Not to mention private 
Perſons: You cannot yet have for- 
gotten the two Royal Sifters, now 
with God; both of them more 11. 
Iuſtrious for their Piety and Virtue, 
than for the Crowns they wore. And 
if you want a living Inſtance, the 
Subject we have been upon, will di- 
rect you to Her Royal Highneſs the 
Princeſs of Wales. 

- Rom. Pr. | muſt confeſs, I envy you 


. | this Honour. We were once in Hopes 


to have made Her ours. It is ſtrange, 
that nothing could open the Eyes of 
ſo diſcerning a Perſon. 

Prot. Min. Had ſhe been leſs di/- 
cerning, had her Eyes been ſhut to any 
thing but the Glories of this World, 
ſhe had been Yours. Had ſhe fallen, ſhe 
had been almoſt excuſable, conſider- 
ing the Violence of her Temptations, 
and the fatal Precedents ſome of her 
Neighbours had given her. But ſhe, 
turning her Eyes from them, looked 
unto Jeſus, the Author and Finiſher of 


ber Faith; and, by his Example, 


when the Kingdoms of the World, and 
| tne 
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J the Glories of them, —— ſet before 
her, with a truly Chriſtian Magnani 
P mity ſhe deſpiſed them all. Good 
* 


God! What a noble Conqueſt was 
this! What Joy did it bring to all 
good Men upon Earth, and even to the 
„J Angels in Heaven? For, ſince there is 
11 Joy in Heaven over one Sinner that re- 
ef penteth, there can be no leſs over a | 
e 


Saint perſevering under Trials; and 
no doubt but the bleſſed Spirits there, 
exulted upon the Iſſus of this Conflict, 
a | praiſed God for giving her the Victory, 
sand, in Extafies of joy, magnified ' 
» | Him for this glorious Triumph. of di- 
ff vine Grace. Bleſſed, for ever bleſſed, | 
be the Goodneſs of God, who, in Mer=- | 
| cy to Her and Us, eftabliſh'd her in the | 
y | Profeſſion of his Truth, and preſerv» 
| ed her for the Good of this Church 
ef| and Nation. May the ſame God con- 
- | tinue'to bleſs her; and fince ſhe can- 
„ not Enjoy the Glory of the Brit:ſb- 
r Crown without the Demiſe of the 
„ King, which I dare ſay, ſhe cannot 
d think of without Horror, may ſhe | 
long have the Satisfaction of ſeeing 
„ Him Reign in Peace. And at laft, 
d when God ſhall call Him to a eve 
ef| fading Crown, may ſhe ſee this _ | 
ri 
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riſh upon the Head of Her Royal Cort: 
Fort; wb whom, may it be tranſ- 
mitted to their 72 and flouriſh on 
theirs and their Poſterities Heads from 
Generation to Generation. | 

Rom. Pr. Since you are in your 
Raptures upon that Subject, een 
Fare you well 
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